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2 - Who Will You Serve? 

 

The Aim of This Study: To understand the connection between “Vision” and “Commitment”? 

 

 Welcome 

 

Can you say whether the person next to you prefers tea or coffee (or nothing)? Milk or sugar? 

 

 Worship  

 

It may be useful to light a candle as a focal point for your worship and play appropriate music. Read Luke 

22:39-49 and spend some time reflecting on the personal cost to Jesus of our Salvation. Share your thoughts 

and give thanks for his commitment and obedience. 

 

 Word   

 

❖ Which people are you committed to? Why? 

❖ What organisations are you committed to? Why? 

❖ How do you measure “commitment”? 

❖ What drives your commitment? 

❖ How do you express your commitment? 

❖ How do you express your commitment to God? 

❖ How does Church life come into this? 

❖ Does it differ from the human or worldly commitments above? In what ways? 

❖ How far does your commitment to God stretch? Be honest! 

 

In the passage from Luke … 

➢ What did Jesus’ commitment mean to him? 

➢ Why was he prepared to commit to it? 

➢ Was there an alternative? 

➢ Why didn’t Jesus go with the alternative? 

 

Read Joshua 23:1-11. Joshua is reflecting back on his life and the journey of the people. 

➢ What is the status of the nation at this time? (v1) 

➢ Why is this an important time to discuss and take decisions? 

➢ Who does Joshua summon? Why are they important people? (v2) 

➢ List the sort of things of which they have been witnesses. (v3) 

➢ Sum up what Joshua reminds them of (vv4/5). 

➢ Sum up his warning to them (vv7-9). Why is this important? 

➢ How do verses 1-5 and 6-8 connect? Verses 9-11 may help! 



Deuteronomy 31:19-23, Moses is coming to the end of his time as leader of the nations and as his death 

approaches, he passes the mantle of leadership onto Joshua with a warning that the people will fall away. 

Joshua says the things in Joshua 23, the people may well still be singing the song... 

 

 Works 

 

Read Joshua 24:14-15. Looking at all they (and we) have seen God do, the simple question comes: 

“Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve.” 

 

❖ What things are the equivalent today of the “warning song” of Deuteronomy 31 and Joshua’s 

warnings in chapter 23? 

❖ What does our commitment to God cost in real terms? 

❖ How can we most effectively express it? 

❖ What happens if we turn aside and do not heed the warnings? 

❖ How can we help each other not to do so? 

 

The reality of life today is that most of us are incredibly busy and the biggest challenges are to our time and 

money. Much as we would like to give more of our time, our talents and our money, we are tempted to 

make excuses about them - because ultimately it comes down to the priority we are willing to give God in 

our lives. There are some things over which we have no choice in life – but there are often choices that we 

have to make where our decisions reflect these priorities. 

 

We now have a Vision as a Church … “Our Vision is for St Peter’s to be a Church that is Rooted, 

Seeking and Reaching: Rooted in Word and Spirit, Seeking God in Prayer and Worship, 

Reaching out in the Presence and Love of Jesus. 

 

It is a Vision which we will unpack together over the coming months. It is a Vision which we have sought God 

for over the past few months and is a Vision of the kind of Church we think God wants us to be in the years 

ahead. Our part is to be Committed to the Vision – NOT committed to the Vicar or the building or our 

friends or anything else – committed to seeing the fulfilment of God’s Vision for St Peter’s. The question 

“Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve” is fundamental question about why we do everything 

we do as a Church. 

 

Spend the last part of your time together discussing these things and be as honest as you can about them. It is 

vital that we address them together, in order to encourage each other and be honest before God about them 

– because the truth of the matter is that we cannot expect God to grow his Kingdom in Yateley if we are not 

committed to seeing it happen, however uncomfortable that this truth may make us feel. 

 

 Pray  

✓ For each other about these things. 

✓ For St Peter’s as we unpack the Vision and what it means in practice. 

✓ For the leadership in the days and weeks ahead as we continue to grapple with Covid. 

✓ For the Christmas services and the witness of the Church to the town. 

 
 


