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3 - Advent – The Promise Fulfilled 

 

The Aim of this Session : Advent arrives and our thoughts turn to Christmas, except that is not what 

Advent is about … 

 

 Welcome 

 

What was the biggest surprise you have ever experienced? 

 

 Worship  

 

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and encourage each other with these words! Spend some time thanking God 

for the fact that he keeps his promises and pray that in your session, you will deepen your belief in both the 

fact of Jesus return and the significance of it, too.  

 

 Word  

 

What do you understand to be the “Big Picture” of the Bible, the “overall story”? 

❖ How does it begin? 

❖ What are the recurring themes? 

❖ Name the key characters. 

❖ What is the focal point? 

❖ What is the end? 

❖ Where are we in the time scale of this story? 

❖ Does it matter? 

 

Read Jeremiah 33:14-16. Jeremiah is in Jerusalem at a time when it is under siege by the armies of Babylon. 

And Jeremiah himself is under house arrest in the Palace courtyard because he has upset the King by saying 

that the city will be overrun. Jeremiah says to a people who are facing desolation, who are facing exile and 

possible death, “there is a bigger picture”. This is Jeremiah saying to them: even though life is awful, you are 

going to face enormous suffering and possible death, there is a bigger picture, when God will do what he has 

promised. Look at the bigger themes of Biblical history. Noah, Moses. David. God has rescued us so many 

times and he will do it again. I will fulfil the gracious promise. Have faith in God. 

  

❖ How does reading this encourage you in the big picture of history? 

❖ What does this say about how we should view our personal situation? 

❖ What does this say about Covid? 

 

Read Genesis 6:13-22 

➢ What was God's Intention with his actions?  

➢ What promise did he give?  

➢ What was Noah's response?  

➢ What do you think was the response of the people around Noah? Why? 

➢ Why did Jesus use this story?  

➢ What was he trying to illustrate? 

 



Read Acts 1:6-12  

➢ What was Jesus' desire that the Disciples should be doing until his return?  

➢ How would they be equipped? 

 

Read Matthew 24:37-44.  

➢ What precautions should the home owner have taken (v43)?  

➢ What are "reasonable" precautions? 

➢ What precautions should we take so that we are ready for Jesus' return?  

➢ What would you describe as "excessive" or "insufficient" precautions? 

➢ Having taken those precautions, what should we be doing?  

➢ How can we "work" and "watch" at the same time? 

 

The fulfilment of this promise will come as a surprise. 

 

Advent is the season of preparation, awaiting the Promise of Jesus to return. We say in the Creeds “He will  

come again to judge the living and the dead.” 

❖ Be honest – do you believe this “in theory” or “in expectation that it will happen”? 

❖ So what does Advent mean to you? 

❖ And what should Advent mean to you? 

 

 Works  

 

Ultimately, the people in Noah's time were unprepared 

➢ Why? 

➢ What can we do so that those around us are as prepared as possible? 

➢ What if they do not wish to accept the possibility and remain unprepared? 

➢ How should we approach Advent as a result of this?  

➢ What should we expect to be doing? 

 

 Pray  

✓ For each other about these things. 

✓ For St Peter’s as we unpack the Vision and what it means in practice. 

✓ For the leadership in the days and weeks ahead as we continue to grapple with Covid. 

✓ For the Christmas services and the witness of the Church to the town. 

 


